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THE CONFESSORS OP FLORENCE. 
IH the nineteenth century of the Christian era, in the 
year of our Iiord, 18SI, Francesco Madiai and his wife 
were arrested in Florence, on the charge tliat they hay- 
ing themselves apostatized from the Catholic religion 
and professed an heretical confession, called evangelical, 
were also guilty of impiety in seeking by the distribu- 
tion of tracts, and by other similar means, to propagate 
the same opinions amongst otliers ; and it was npon this 
latter charge of proselytism that the public prosecutor 
relied as bringing them within the criminal code of 
Tuscany. On this cliarge they were arrested. Pending 
the trial both were shut up in prison. After nine months' 
imprisonment the trial came on. At the trial, the Madiai 
admitted the truth of some of the charges brought 
against them. The.r confessed that they, did accord 
more authority to the Bible than to the Church of 
Borne ; that they had sought to instruct others in those 
truths of the Gospel which had brought comfort to their 
own souls ; and, finally, that they had held meetings at 
their ownhouse, for purposes of prayer and examination 
of Scripture. 

The court, in its sentence of condemnation, rest- 
ing on the proofs and admission of such meetings 
having been held, particularly on one stated to have 
been held on the 17th August, 1851, at which three 
persons, a child of IA years, and the Madiai, were sur- 
prised in the house of the latter, reading the Bible 
translated by Diodati, each one having a copy under 
his eye, and further alleging that tracts had been 
distributed by the Madiai at various times, then pro- 
ceeded to condemn the husband to upwards of four 
years' seclusion in the prison of the Volterra, and the 
wife to nearly four years' imprisonment in the prison at 
Lucca. Those punishments they are now undergoing. 

In the first century of the Christian era a certain 
Jew, of the name of Paul, traversed the whole circuit 
of the Roman Empire, preaching, throughout all its 
cities, that the gods whom the people worshipped, and 
whose worship was established by law, were no gods, 
but wood and stone ; endeavouring to persuade all who 
would listen to him to apostatize from that religion in 
which they had been brought up, holding, even at 
Rome, and when under the guard of soldiers, meetings 
at his own lodgings, at which he " expounded and tes- 
tified of the kingdom of God, persuading those who 
came to him concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Ifoses and the prophets.'' This course he pursued for 
a number of years, accused by the Jews *■ as a pestilent 
fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Christians." He con- 
fessed openly "that after the way they called heresy 
10 worshipped he the God of his fathers, believing all 
things which were written in the lav and the prophets.'' 
Dragged before the tribunal of the Roman governors 
upon those charges, even Festus, the corrupt' pro- 
consul, could find no fault iu all these things, and would 
have discharged him ultimately, if he liad not appealed 
tintoCeiar. 



What crime have the Madiai committed that Paul was 
not guilty of? 

We confess we are unwilling to treat this remarkable 
case on the narrow grounds of comparison between the 
tolerant principles professed by the reformed Churches 
and the intolerant ones sanctioned by the Church of 
Rome. Tlie issue in question is a wider one. Are 
the Madiai Christians or not? Are they, according to 
the evidence afforded to us, believers in those doctrines 
for the truth of which Stephen, and Paul, and Peter, and 
James laid down their lives, and sulfered all tilings that 
they might win Christ? If they are Christians, what, 
then, are their persecutors, and with whom ought all 
who profess Christianity to sympathize and unite ? 

Isan undoubting trustand faith in Christ as a Saviour, 
a firm reliance on his mediation, a test of Christianity ? 
Listen, then, to Rosa Madiai, writing to her husband — 
" Courage, dearest. The Holy Spirit has enabled us to 
bear witness that this Christ, laden with opprobrium and 
trampled under foot, is our King and our Saviour, and 
we, through the eSbct of his light and his power, have 
taken up the defence of the cross of Christ, bearing his 
shame, in order that we may one day share in his holi- 
ness and glory." Is submission to the will of God in all 
our trials, meekness and long-suffering under oppression 
and wrong, evidence of a desire to imitate the example 
of him who, in his last agony in the garden, prayed — 
"Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me : 
nevertheless not as I will but as thou wilt ?" Hear the 
same Rosa Madiai — " We have been cast down but not 
conquered, and I hope that, through the merits of Christ, 
the Father has accepted our witness, and will enable us 
to drink, even to the last drop, the portion of that bit- 
ter cup which he has prepared for us, and to drink it 
with thanksgiving." Words not used in the day of 
prosperity and when troubles are but prospective, but 
proceeding from one already experiencing the bitterness 
of the loss of all worldly happiness. 

Do we reckon it a proof of the faith of Peter and 
the other apostles that, when beaten with scourges, 
they went on their way, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to sufier shame for the name of Christ ? 
In the same spirit can Rosa Madiai write to her hus- 
band — "Be not afraid: God, who made the chains of 
St. Peter to fall off, and open to him the gates of the 
prison, will certainly not forget us. Be of good courage, 
and let us commit ourselves entirely into the hands of 
God. Bear up, so that I shall behold you joyous, as I 
hope you will see the effects of the same grace in me." 
Does Christ himself promise that " every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sister, or fathers, or 
mothers, or wife, or children, for his name's sake, shall 
inherit everlasting life }" Who shall exclude from that 
glorious promise her who, in writing to her husband, 
says — ' ' "Thou knowest if I have loved thee, but how 
much more now that we have together fought for the 
great king,?" and who, notwithstanding that love, has 
submitted to separation and imprisonment — to the tedium 
of prolonged confinement — to the hardship of prison dis- 
cipline. 

Rememlier that the past lives of these persons have 
been in conformity with these sentiments. Against 
them even the unscrupulous malignity of their enemies 
has raised no charge of moral delinquency, even the 
public prosecutor in his speech declared — ""That the 
acts of goodness, natural probity and benevolence, that 
were urged on behalf of Madame Madiai in arrest of 
judgment, might cause one to grieve more over her sepa- 
ration from Catholicism, but could not free her from 
the present accusation." 

We ask, then, our readers, do they believe the^Madiai 
to be Christians or not ? Try it by another test. Sup- 
pose the trial and imprisonment of the Madiai had 
taken place in Constantinople, and not in Florence ; 
the Grand Seignior the sovereign, and not the Grand 
Duke ; the Mahometan Muftis the accusers, and not 
the Romish priests; the charges brought forward the 
same as those made against the Madiai ; the evidence 
of Christian principle and Christian practice such as we 
have stated. What view would Christian Europe take 
j of the persecution? Would we stop to inquire whether 
the victims of the Mahometan persecution acknowledged 
the supremwy of the Pope or not ? Would we a«k in 



what Church baptized ? And if the Madiai, on the fact* 
before us, would be martyrs at Constantinople, whataw 
they at Florence? If the charges on which they ar« 
found guilty are worthy of punishment, how can Romt 
herself justify her missions to the heathen nations ? If 
their condemnation be just, then the condemnation of 
Christ by the Jews is worthy of all commendation. Ht 
denounced the consecrated priesthood of Aaron as blind 
leaders of the blind •, he declared that by their tradi- 
tions they made the Word of God of none eff'ect. They 
built the tombs of the prophets, and in so doing coB-- 
demned the conduct of their fathers who persecuted iSla 
prophets; yet they imitated the example of their fatiieri, 
and slew him of whom the prophets spake. And may 
not the same be said now of the Church of Rome ? Sh« 
appeals to Peter and Paul, and the other Apostles, at 
the founders of her spiritual authority, and yet exceed* 
heathen Rome iu the severity of her persecution of thos« 
against whom no charge can be brought, save such as 
wag brought against them. Let us not forget that the 
strength which has enabled this poor Italian courier 
and his wife to resist the authority of an unjust sen- 
tence, and to suffer under the rigour of persecution, i» 
the same which, eighteen centuries ago, founded o»r 
Church, and, three centuries ago, reformed it, and in 
each case changed the face of the world. 

Nor is this warning to ourselves without its necessity 
There is not a single member of the reformed Churchef, 
here or abroad, who, if he acts up to his profession, 
would not be bound to do as the Madiai have done. If the 
Madiai are justly condemned, we, too, are obnoxioua 
to the same condemnation. The power may b« want- 
ing at present for its active operation. Are we »ur» 
that the will is absent ? 

An appeal has been made, by an eminent noblenrau in 
England, the Earl of Carlisle, to the Roman Cathdlia 
citizens of this empire, " to address the voice of remotf- 
strance to their spiritual superiors, to rescue them frodii 
the intolerable reproach this persecution must bring 
upon them." To that appeal a Roman Catholic gentle- 
man, the late member for Youghal, Mr. Chisholm 
Anstey, has replied that that appeal is useless. He 
tells us that nearly every member of the Roman Ca- 
tholic body is persuaded that it is the bounden duty 
of the State to coerce heretics by temporal penaltief, 
and, if need be, to extirpate them by the sword. 

Again we ask our Roman Catholic readers, is this so 
or not ? Do they sympathize with the Madiai or with 
their persecutors? If with the latter, what is the na- 
ture of that religion which condemns to imprisonment 
and death those who, in their life and in their trials, 
exhibit the same Christian patience, the same earnest 
spirit, the same unwearied trust that, in the first ages 
of the Christian Church, overturned the idolatrous wor- 
ship of heathen Bome, and extended the sway of Chris- 
tian doctrine and Christian knowledge to the furthest 
limits of the world ? 

We regret that want of space prevents us from re- 
printing the letters of the Earl of Carlisle and Mr. 
Anstey, which well deserve to be recorded. 



DIALOGUE ON THE CONSTRAINED CELIBACY 

IN THE CHURCH OF ROME, BETWEEN TWO 

ITALIAN GENTLEMEN. 

Sa{t>tano — ^Tiue, dear friend, I have married a wife, 
and I have not done so without good reason. Matri- 
mony is the fountain of the human race, the seed- 
plot of the Church, a balm for our cares, a comfort in 
our afilictions, and the object of Divine blessings. God 
himself instituted it after the creation of the world : 
Increase and multiply, said God to our first parents, 
and replenish the earth. Nay, mairiaga is, to true 
Christians, the type of a very great mystery — namely, 
the intimate union of Christ and hit CBurch. 

Eu»lachio — And I tell you that you bare done wrong 
to enter into this state ; nor do I lay so without very 
good reason. Marriage is, in fast, without contradio- 
tion, a carnal state ; contrary to one who desires t* 
be perfect, and very unsuitable to one who wishes t* 
serve God. Moreover, it is filthineas in clergymen, a 
crime in priests, impurity in saints. He who is in tbe 
married state is in the fleata, and he that il in tbe flnh 
cannot please God. 



